Gentlemen,?As it now seems to be within the range of possibility that operations for the removal of fibroid tumours of the uterus or for checking their 
What has become of those tumours, or how they have partly disappeared, I do not know. At first one somewhat naturally supposed that the softer the tumour was the more quickly it would become reduced in size; but we have found that this is not so, and that it is the hard ones whose bulk is most easily reduced. It remains a fact that they do disappear to a certain extent, and this result is obtained without much risk, without much pain, and without confining any one of them to bed or even to the house. Dr John Duncan said the subject which Mr Keith had so practically considered was one which was of considerable interest to him, as for more than twenty-five years he had been working electrically for the cure of various forms of growth. Long ago, when electrolysis was introduced as a treatment for aneurism, he ventured to extend it to a number of other forms of tumour, and, after experimenting, came to the conclusion that it was admirably suited for certain forms of naevus, by far the best form of treatment for cirsoid aneurism, and might be extended to other diseases, such as vascular goitres. The further extension of the treatment to which Mr Keith had drawn attention did not, of course, fall under his observation, and on the particular subject of uterine fibroids he could say nothing. Still, as analogous to what he had seen in other instances, it was a matter to him of much interest. The chief point of interest was as to the method whereby the currents of electricity produced those remarkable results to which Mr Keith had drawn their attention. So far as he could make out from Mr Keith's paper and from Apostoli's writings, it appeared not to be essential that the tumour should be punctured. That was a matter of great importance. He had tried the effect of tolerably strong currents passed through various forms of tumour, enlargement of glands, goitres, etc., without breach of surface. He tried with smaller cells certainly, but was disappointed with the effect for discutient purposes. Electric currents had a most distinct effect on nerves and on muscles, and doubtless also on all mobile elements in the body, but in so far as these effects might be used for the discussion of tumours he was disappointed with them, gave them up, and restricted himself to purely electrolytic effects, which consisted simply in the decomposition of so much tissue, the negative pole corresponding to the action of alkalies, the positive to that of caustic acids. This electrolytic action he also tried on various morbidities, and he had not the slightest doubt that they could cause an innocent tumour to disappear by electrolysis; but it would take a very long time to do so, a number of operations, and would produce as much pain and discomfort as the knife, and that therefore it was better to cut them out. In the case of vascular tumours, on the other hand, by electrolysing extensively and chiefly with the negative pole they could advantageously bring about a discussion of the tumour. That such an operation might be applied to uterine fibroids with advantage he believed to be extremely probable. That 
